FIP diagnosis algorithm Step 1 – questions for the cat’s guardian

Step 1. Question 1. Where/how could your cat have caught FCoV?

FIP can only develop in a cat who has been infected with feline coronavirus – it cannot occur out of the blue.  Go through the following questions and try to establish whether or not your cat has had the chance to become infected (tick ( the Yes or No boxes):

	
	Yes
	No

	My cat is pedigree (purebred)
	
	

	I have more than 6 cats and they use litter trays
	
	

	My cat came from a rescue shelter
	
	

	My cat has been in a boarding cattery
	
	

	We recently obtained a new cat or kitten
	
	

	My cat has been to a cat show in the last year
	
	

	My cat has visited a stud cat in the last year
	
	

	A queen visited my stud cat in the last year
	
	


If the answer is Yes to any of the questions above, then your cat has possibly had the opportunity to become infected with FCoV.   If you answered No to all of the questions above, then FIP seems less likely, but is not completely ruled out.  Carry on with the next question.

Step 1. Question 2. Has the cat experienced a stress in the last 18 months?

	
	Yes
	No

	We only got the cat within the last year
	
	

	My cat had another illness recently
	
	

	We recently obtained a new cat or kitten
	
	

	We recently got a dog or puppy
	
	

	We recently had a baby or adopted a child
	
	

	We have 6 or more cats
	
	

	We have moved house
	
	

	We put the cat into a boarding cattery
	
	

	Somebody the cat loves has been away, or ill, or died
	
	

	The cat recently gave birth
	
	

	We took our cat to a cat show
	
	

	The cat was hospitalised at the veterinary surgery
	
	

	The cat has been on some other kind of journey
	
	


Take this sheet with you, and a copy of the FIP diagnosis flowchart, to your veterinary surgeon.
